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Volume II 1946 Nwmnber 1

So many fine letters and articles
heve beooen sent to Ye Editor, that
he hes decided to make this issue
an s£ll-Letter one, in order that
he may give the largest possible
number of the fine ldeas, comments
and criticisms of othersa. A very
minimum of comment from Ye fditor
will appear, which does not, how-
ever, mean th.t he agrees fully
with all the things our good cor-
res_ondents have said, But 1t 1s
the policy of THZ TImE-BINDER to
present also the ideas of others.
I think most of our readers know
Ye Hd's ideas well enough to tell
which ones agres with his, and the
ones that do not, We were so vVery
glad to have all these letters -
Please keep them coming.

THE TIwE-BIND:R is published by Th' 01! Foo of Fandom, E.
Everett Evans, from 62¢ South Bixcl Street, Los sngeles,
14, Calif. Serious, thought-provoking and logically-writ-
ten letters ond articles are still wanted for future pub-
lication. These, or your comments, are all the pay asked.



The Sword sang on the barren heath,
The Sickle in the fruitful field;
The Sword it sang a song of Death
But could not make the Sickle yield.

— William Rlake.



PSYCHOLOGICsL DaNGERs OF CONSCRIPTION
by Russ Whitmen, U. 3. Army.

National leaders have concluded that exclusive owvnership of
the atomlic bomb will be our most effective means for maintaining
peace in the futurc. No longer will the size of the army and na-
vy Getermine the strength of our nation, not when a dozen or cv-
en fewor men in a B-29 are able to destroy several entirc citics
in a few hours,

Bxpericenced militery authorities report that Amecrican boys
have mude the best fighters. They put their whole heart and soul
inte the winning of the war because they know that victory mcant
return to their homes and normal living,

German and Jap soldiers were well seasoned and highly skil-
¢d in modern warfare, but they lacked the impetus and spontane-
ty born ¢f the assurance that when the war was over the yoke of
military authority would be taken from their necks.

!_!.: | =]

The frecdom-loving American boy, with six months' o one
ysar's training, was more than a match for men born end raised
under militerism. America has nover lost a war and never will as
long @s men proud of liberty rally to her defense in time of a
crisis.

&
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If we put pecace-time conscription into effect, the psycho-
logicsl effuet will be the same as in other countries, that of
producing professional soldiers who plan no future but war.

The hajority of people who endorse military conscription
during peace time are unaware of th. low moral conditions in the
camps and of the dengérous pitfalls awaiting the American youth.
Returned soldiers who agree to conscription may do so Dbecause
they belicve it only feir- that all should render the same serv-
ice which they have given.

Congideration must be given to the psychological dangers of

camp life for boys in the !'teen age. Separation of a boy from
his pareunts has a profound influence. Home environment tends to
foster inhibitions regarding sex. When removed far from those

wlo care for his spiritual welfare, and thrown in the company of

iorldly wisc «nd sex eXpericnced men, & boy's standards may drop
surwrisingly fust. The army sponsors sex lectures, and warnings
are given on the dangsrs of wvenéreal diseases. A boy is informed
thet he 1s more manly if he abstains, and in the same breath glv-
en instructions regerding precautions. Many camps furnish sold-
lers witihh sucih "precautions™ as they pass out the gate.

For men who live that type of 1life 1t is wise to guard a-
gainst disease in this manner, but to indiscriminately distribute
then enmong young, inexpcerienced lads, is to usc the samc princi-
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ple as thw woman who, on leaving her children for a time, puts'a
pan of beans before them and cautions them not to put them in
thelr noses, When she returns home the children all have beans
lodged in their noses, and it is necessary to obtain medical eid
to remove them.

The psychological power of suggestion produced by the very
act of providing boys with such equipment 1s so strong that it
often results in the ultimate downfall of an heretofore clean
young man.

Older men talk freely of thelr experience wlth women before
thnese boys, and often taunt them for their lack Jf knowleage.
Young boys are shocked and amazed to discover that sex gratific-
atlon 1s deemed almost conventional. Respect for :.omanhood and
clean living are considered old-maidish.

It may seem a harsh statement, but if a boy doesn't drink
or run around with women, he has a difficult time finding friends
in the ariy. As mark Twain said, "Be good, and you'll be lone-
ly." The soldier hts no choice of his associates, He sleeps in
barracks wilth many other men. He may be a total misfit for the
group, but no consideration 1s given such matters in the army.
If moral conditions of army and navy camps were realized by par-
ents of lads being drafted, they would rise up in arms and de-
mend legislation that would clean up and remedy them,

Insteed ofFforednp < BN S0 year Jotkd youths . into military
service, which is un-American and unconstitutional, why not make
the aruy and navy attractive enough and fine enough to make such
service a privilege? WHe have speni billions during the war for
treining and equipuent. If we wish to maintain a strong peace-
tiwe arwy ana navy, this nation should be willing to give thelr
youtiy the finest training, and conmensurate rates of pay. A year
or two of college or vocational training should be offered under
good instructors, where young men entering could have psycholo-
gists aid them 1in choosing their life occupations according to
their talents and abllities, Expert militery training could be
given in conjunction with professiocnal and technical education.
At the termination of training, the government should aid such
men in obtaining employment and allow them to return to civilian
life until such time &s need for mobilization would arise.

These camps or schools should be managed by Christian men
equipped to aid in the splritual welfare and moral uplift of our
boyss Sex training of the right kind is vital. Boys should be
taught to respect womanhood; how to choose a life~partner; the
role a fatner should take in child~training, and how to make
themselves worthy to be the head of a home.

You can readily see a new generation springing up from such
training as this. Volunteers would be plentiful and over a per-
iod of a few years a powerful army of skilled men could be call-
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ed to arms almost instantly. Men equipped to follow the profes-
sion for which they are most qualified are happy men., hien kept
clean in mind and body will choose women like them, and their
children will build a strong, peaceful nation and world.

Let's keep America American, where the pursult of happiness
is the inalienable right of every man, with liberty and justice

T for all.

&8 comments: This expose of caup-life is worth a lot of study.
My own experience bears out all that the author says — and more
too, as there are many other vices he hes not mentioned that the

young chap newly in cam. is almost forced to learn about, if not
actually to try.




"If our feelings and emotions are the
only realities which we know at first
hand 1n very essence, and of the most
stirring of all emotions is what the
world calls love, then is it not true
that the nearest we ever get to real-
ity or to God is when great love 1s
in our heartsg!

— "Zero To Eighty"

by E. F., Northrup.



RELIGION, AS I BELI&SVE IT,
by K. hartin Carlson.

I believe that if we follow nature, we will come closer to
the true religion. On every slde we see religion in practice.
Every other form is but a sham, The main idea seems to be sur-
vival. (Isn't the "hereafter" legend, but a desire to live again
after death?)

We all concede that there was a superior force or (?), no
one will ever know what, that started the universe rolling as 1t
were, We do know that we live, and that there is more to this
spacedom, than the earth and planets. The stars seem to hold
part of the secret. But we will never know it.

I can't seem to believe &all the stories in the Bible, and
therefore, I couldn't be called a true Christian, To be a true
follower, I should maintain that the savages in Africa are all
wrong praying to their gods; that the Asiatics are wrong in fol-
lowing their idols.

It seems to me that THE ALL-POWERFUL GOD should have enough
power to at least hold his chosen people together, Or are we
just a higher form of animal, as Darwin said? The best he is a-
ble to do, is to keep things going.

Qur heaven and hell exist only here on earth. Our wrong do-
ing generally catches up with us in some form or other. Our good
deeds endear us to others and promote a better life. We &re con-
tinuwally striving for better things, simply the survival idea a-
gain. By bettering ourselves we have an easler time to survive
(or live).

If we try to do right in all things we are apt to get along
better with our fellow men. This earth was placed here for our
use, WHY should we worry so much about the future? Ve can sur-
mise that THAT will also Dbe taken care of at the proper time.
No, our smell efforts will not change things. Our world-conceiv-
ed religions will have little bearing on the future in store for
what is left of us at death. Perhaps it is a good idea that we
cannot look into the future. It saves us a Lot of worrying. I
believe that worry is our biggest enemy here on earth, as they
S8y . and it can e connected up to that survival idea again.
Worry or fear spoiled many a caveman's sleep.

I may or may not have the wrong slant at things, and would
certainly apprecicte it 1if some one can prove to me that relig-
domrdisdnecessdry in Ghis werld ofleurs. They are doing a poor
job of it now, even with Hell to hold over our heads,

Many of our scientists and professors can find no real val-
ue in it, HMany are not Christians, themselves.
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Buddha, Jesus, MNohammed and others, were just leaders in
their times, seeking a better life for their followers,

So, if we live right and follow close to nature, we will
have our religion, so to speak,

EcuE comments: I have the greatest respect for Martin and know
he is an earnest ans deep thinker. But I cannot follow him in
his religious beliefs. Were I to believe wholly as he does,there
would be no point and reason in life, and I would not care a bit
about continuing to live. I do admit that there is much in Na-
ture that will show us the Truths of God, when we have learned to
evaluate them properly, and understand their message.

But then, perheps Martin is right, and I am wrong. We can
only keep seeking, conscientiously and earnestly, and follow the
thing that seems right to us.




THE PIILOSOPHY OF THE DILETTANTE.
by Art Widner.

Perhaps the readers of this article have been prejudiced
irretrievably by the use of the word "dilettante" in the title. .
The ordinary impression that comes to mind wupon sight or sound
of the symbol, is one of a fop; a bored idler who yawns his way
. through & life consisting of golf, concerts, cocktail parties,
and other such esthetic pretensions in monotonous succession.

But he will be considered here in a larger, and kinder,
sense. Consider him for the nonce, as a person with the ambi-
tions and sensitivity of an artist but perhaps without the drive
or talent. A person who appreciates leisure and uses it to best
advantage for his own happiness. One who is fascinated and cur-
ious about everything outside the range of dull normal human ex-
perisnce, regarding most of what lies within that range with mild
amusement and disdain,

Now the teeming warrens and clanking beehives of our "mod-
ern civilization' have produced another type. This one takes
life cuite seriously indeed. He "learns something well", "gets
ahead”, Mmakes something of himself®, and "becomes a success’,
Verily, says our culture, he is one to be emulated., Thils fellow
will be labelled a ‘'specialist',

Not to be confused with the specialists are the few who en-
joy doing one thing to the exclusion of all else, They are hap-
pPy. Selah, Also, many of them are artists or scientists whose
labors help to alleviate our existence, although ours seldom help
to alleviate theirs.

In 2 purely utilitarian fashion, the specialist fits into
our competitive culture rather nicely. But there is a serious
doubt as to whether competition 1is the best method of attaining
our goal, Our gosl, presumably, as Poffenberger puts it, 1s to
"attain the maximum of social productivity and the minimum of
- personal satisfaction™, But hark to Robert Sherwood: '...where
this country went wrong was when it began the deification of the
doctrine of every man for himself and the devil take the hind-
most",

It is difficult for the dilettante to discern a valid rea-
son wehind all the frantic activity of the specialists. On the
surface, it seems to indicate considerable forethought. If one
concentrates on & particular activity, pursuing it diligently for
many years (says the specialist), in the end he can sit back and
enjoy what remains of his existence., This would be a capital i-
dea (pun intended), except that in the main, it is a huge swind-
le and a tricky mirage of the first order,

It 1is a mirage Dbecause by the time dividend day has rolled
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around, one is too worn out (with a sour stomach and a disposi-
tion to match) to put the benefits received to any good use.
This is making an unwarranted assumption that the benefits are
received! Often the nose is so firmly attached to the grindstone
that it cannot be removed. One putters around dismally, and fi-
nally suctumbs from sheer boredom (or the grind itselfl) or goes
back to work -- not because 1t seems attractive still, but be-
cause the old groove 1is more comfortable than the agoraphobia
resulting from the unfolding picture of vast quantities of empty
time. Freguently the dividend is not as large as anticipated, ‘in
which case it's back to work, jerk, or turn in your air castles

for a bowl of soup. Sometimes, due to unforeseen calamaties,
there is no dividend at all., Sad.

Mankind struggles and sweats for a streamlined, chromium-
plated Utopia, where it can relax and let machines do all the
work., The dilettante looks upon this prefabricated ideal with
justifiable cynicism. He 1s already relaxed, occupied with his
innumerable interssts, performing such tasks for society as are
necessary for his comfort and convenience, and watching nonplus-
sed as the l:umings go squeaking, pushing, &and crowding across
the sands of time +to drown themselves 1in the sea of neurotic
discontent., He knows his destiny will wait for him....




RON LANE,
22 Beresford Road, Longsight, Manchester, 13, England.

Dear Everett,

What does one call you? EEE? Edward? Surely not Th' 01!
Foo. Anyhow, I like Everett. ((Yes, that's the name by which I
am usually called, it being the one my parents used in address-
ing me, although I am at times called by all of the others, and
others not usually printable.—EEE,))

Being now eligible for FAPA, Watson has sent me some stuff
along, among the same 1is an unusually pleasant mag called THE
TIuE-BINDER, I say pleasant, as the filrst thing that strikes me
is the sane attitude of the editor; far removed from the bombast
and supercillious sneers of several "top" fans, whose attitude
is, after all, mere snobbery, ewen if unconsciously so. There
are many who consider that to be serious one must be profound,
but truth is not involved, but simple, if the way to it is hard,

I've only skimmed through THi TIME-BINDER, but am as I say
very pleased with 1t, No show of culfure, no sophisticated lan-
guage, but a sincerlity which is greatly to your credit e I re-
fer to your own stuff in chief,

To comment more fully. You need not attempt to justify TTB,
it doesn't need it, Whether you make "converts or not, 1t is
good to see one echoing with such evident sincerity one's own
views; a further support for a faith momentarily shaien by the
atomlc bomb, You are not &a little man; if you believe as you
write in TTB, then I do not believe you yourself belleve this.
No one who does as he can to help his fellows 1s little and many
who consider themselves above the common man are less; the meek
shall inherit the earth,

The problem of the C.0., is not esasy. Over here there is a
turmoil in pacifist circles seeking not for a faith but for a
way to apply faith. From a narrow point of view the problem will
in time be solved; the atom bomb does not need a million men be-
hind it. But the pacifist cannot even here ignore war. Faced
with war, and the might of a modern state, all he can do is reg-
ister his protest, and by his example assert a faith which lies
deep in man. There 1s no questioning the courage of the true pa-
cifist; it is of a higher order than the soldier's, for the herd
instinct is strong, and to buck it is harder than to follow it.

In reply to Mrs.Wesson., The soldier seldom goes to war be-
cause of his ideals, Would his ideals prevent him leaving the
army when he has the chance? He joins because his friends have
joined, Dbecause he has been inflamed +to believe the enemy 1s
vile., He takes the path of the herd. War solves nothing.

Now there is every reason to believe that the atomlic bomb
has sown bloody hate of the Americans 1n Japan; and they willl
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rise again. As %o the bestiality of the Japs, in the first place
you must remember that the Japs think little of death, and they
naturally apply their standards to the enemy, as we do. And the
Allies have no monopoly of virtures, Jap prisoners have been shot
out of hand, and the dropping of the atomic bomb on an unwarned
town with full knowledge of the fact that there were to be quar-
ter of a million casualties 1is the most barbarous act of this
war.

The CO does not assert that he is independent of the group.
He asserts that his first allegiance is to mankind. The American
or British pacifist is one with the Japanese pacifist = and ma-
ny such exist, At the moment we have reached the stage of nat-
ional communities — and why did you stop there? "All the way ip
the fundamentals of naked survival force men to unite.,.." Obvi-
ously the next step is to go beyond the national stage. "There
must be a group code for the common good", You are right; you
would not apply the code that allows of war between nations to
famllies; nor can it be applied to the society of nations toward
which we must proceed. The pacifist only carries your argument
a step further; you preach support of the nation; he support of
man, And by your own argument you cannot accuse the Japanese;
for they just act as the patriotic American.

The pacifist does not sgit down with his arms crossed, and
say "I don't believe', Such a statement reveals your emotional
and irrational state. You invoke Christ, Would he have murder-
ed Japs Dbecause some of them commit atrocities? Would he, as
alas many church leaders have done, preach a holy war on the
Japs ?

Truly, happiness lies in creation, and in part in all the
little things which one can do to help others. Yet one has a du-
ty to one'sself, for te live fully in this life one must devclop
to a goal, the search for truth, or God, as some call it., I be-
lieve that spiritual evolution is the only criterion of progress
and I believe that such progress lies in the search for unity —
I believe ultimately man must transcend his individuality, but
only when he has developed to the utmost, when the individuals
Joyfully renounce che "I" for a "We"; when such a community of
beings attains a new individuality, as high above the ego of the
state as this is above the individual member. For I believe that
a nation is much more than a collection of individuals. And I
believe that each super mind in turn must attain maturity and
coalesgce into a great whole enriching with its hard won experi -
ence each new being — each of which is again more than those
which united to form 1it.

Mr creed is an extension of Buddhism largely. I'm inclined
to Buddha's doctrine of karma and rebirth, but the Eight Fold
Path is surely only the law for the progress of the individual,
When the soul is fully developed it ettains Mirvana, but argu-
ing by sasnalogy with the indefinable something which is the soul
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of a nation, I believe that a community of souls can achieve to
a higher truth than the fully developed individual. Progress
lies in the search for unity.

E&E comments: We have long wished that we might have an expres-
sion on the CO gquestion from one of our British cousins, and now
we have it, and exceptionally well expressed, Your comments on
your Buddhistic views also interesting, and giving new vistas of
thought which one would do well to follow in his personal search
for Truth. I recently purchased a book on the Rsligions of the
Viorld, which I am finding Ilnteresting reading.

AL B o



"41ll men are born to greatness,
because all are born to possess
G‘Odo L

— Geddes and Thomson.



LOUIs RUSSELL CHAUVENET,
Dear EEE,

Thanx for THr TIME-BINDER (#4). Nobody can say you don't
mean well, and though, as you are awere, your present optimism
seems rather weird to me, I have at least learncd my ovn limita-
tions sufficiently to be without any wish to Jjeer at others, how
ever wildly mistaken they may seem to me.

Until fairly recently, the influence of my wide reading a=-
nong humanitarian and socialist writers rather prcjudiced me in
favor of the ultimate ability of man, somehow, sometime, to live
amicably in the "Equality" of which Bellamy wrote, or in that
fair, fantastic world of "Nen Like Gods'" which Wells set forth
for me, a beacon in the night, when I was many years younger.

The conflict between these 1ldeal societies of just men and
what I actually expcrience in the world we live in has troubled
me more and more as I have grown older. My chilef reaction was an
increased short-term pessimism, but, as my letter in the #2 TTB
indicated, I never abandoned my hope for a future improvement of
man's status; I simply rcelegated the date far up some indeflnite
future. O0f course there was a fundamental contradiction between
the observation of no improvement in man's civilization (as dis-
tinct from his technology) for recorded history, and my unfound-
ed assumption that & glorious improvement was to take place in
some unspecified future by some unknown means,

But this belief in a future Golden Age was practically my
religion for a long time, and religions are, after all, watters
of faith, not of logic. Then, too, I was helped by the cheerful
capacity of the human brain for believing contradictory things
without being much troubled by the contradictions. All this is
fortunately no longer necessary., The dilemma has been explained
to me, and 1 am greatly relieved to have becen shown why I was
having such trouble to reconcile two different worlds. The man
who brought enoightenment was Albert Jay Nock, in his book, "Mem-
olirs of a Superfluous Man", He in turn drew the waters of wis-
dom from an essay by Ralph Adams Cram, entitled "Why We Do Nog
Behave Like Human Peings®., I shall quote:

"Mr. Cram's thesis is that we do not behave like humsn. bes
ings because tho great majority of us the masses of mankind, are
not human beings., We have all along assumed that the zoological
clagsification of man 1is also a competent psychical classifica-
tion; that all creatures having the physical attributes which
put them in the category of Homo sapiens also have the psychical
attributes which put them in the category of human beings; and
this, wr. Cram says, 1s wholly unwarranted and an error of the
first magnitude. Consequently we huve all along been putting ex-
pectations upon the masses of Homo sapiens which they are utter-
ly incapable of mecting. Wie have accepted them as psychically-

» LhSR%



human, dealt with them on that assumption, and expected a corres-
ponding psychical reaction, when actually nothing of the sort is
possible. They are merely the sub-human »av material - out of
which the occasional human being is produced by an evolutionary
process as yet unexplained, but no doubt catastrophlc Iln charac-
ter, certainly not progressive. Hence, in as much as they are
the raw material of humanity, they are inestimably precious,

A1l this," (Nock continues, and my reactions to & large
extent parallel his -- LRC), 'upset me frightfullye......I still
believed that the masses of mankind are indefinitely lmprovable.
Yot all the time I could see clearly +that this view presented
difficulties with which I could do nothing., How was 1%, for ex-
ample, that I could find no shred of respeatable evidence that
psychlically the masses of mankind had budged a single peg in six
thousand years? Again, what about the enormous psychical spread
between Socrates, Confucius, Marcus Aurelius on the one hand, and
on the other hand, Akka the Australian bushman? This spread was
prodigiously, almost infinitely, greater than the spread between
Akka and the anthropoid .¢s.... I ended by striking my colors as
gracefully as possible,

"liy change of philosophical base had one curious and wholly
unforeseen effect, though it followed loglcally enough. 3ince
then I hcve found myself quite unable to hate anybody or yet to
lose patience with anybody eees.es One can hate human beings, at
least I could—1I hated a lot of them when that is what I thought
they were - but one can't hate sub-human creatures, or be con-
temptuous of them, wish them 111, regard them unkindly. If an
animal 1is treacherous, you avoild him but can't hate him, for
that 1s the way he is., If cattle trample down your garden,you
drive them away but can't hute them, Dbecause you know they are
acting up to the measure of their psychical capeacity. If the
mass-men are not human beings you cannot hate them for not be-
having like human beingse. The mess-men who are princes, presi-
dents, politicians, legislators, can no more transcend their pay-
chical capacities than any wolf, fox or polecat in the land. How
then, 1is one to hate them, notwithstanding the appalling evil
they do?

"i.y acceptance of hr. Cram's theory also caused me for the
first time really to like people at large. Before that I had
frankly disliked people 1in the mass, though never unkindly. I
was often amused by their doings, often interested, but with no
feeling of affection se.... But when one gets it firmly fixed in
one's head that they are living up to the measure of their own
capacities and can not by any conjuration increase those capaci-
tlies to the point of marking themselves as human beings, one
comes at once to like then. At least, to my great surprise, I
found myself doing so."

at this point in reading Nock's remarks, I, too, struck my
colors, and yielded to the inescapeble truth of Crem's theeory.
Moreover, I was &ble to recall 0d4dd John'!s very similar remarks,
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when 0dd John was admiring birds, fishermen, and otiner aunimals
and humans who were. living up to the measure of their capacities
What 0dd John (and Stapledon) did not realize was that the bulk
of tiie human r.ce, on which they poured such scorn, was doing no
more than that. Idd John sickened of us for not being fully hu-
man; had he realized how few of us possess the capaocities for
being fully human, I feel sure he would have lald his contempt
a31de. ' : i Sy -

I can see you, EE, protesting against the view . that we have
made no psychic progress whatever for at least the 6,000 years
of recordéd history. The illusion of progress is strong in this
era, It 1s an illusion based, not on any increase in the wisdom
and understanding which are the marks of the psychically human
being, but rather in the increase of the technical information
accumulated by tne sagacity and cleverness which are the marks

of the psyclilcally sub-human, anthropoid mass-man.

((I promised not to interpolate, Russ, but I har forgotten,
for the moment, this remark, I do NOT base my conclusions as to
man's p:«8st advances merely on his technical discoveries, To me,
he HAs made a lot of great psychical advances, particularly when
you consider the greatly-increased proportlon of pregsent-day men
who believe in, and practice the concepts of the few great phil-
osophers of the past, and those who are forming new concepts to-
day which have leave tieir mark on future history.—ZEE)).

The humén being can be educated; the mass-man can only be
trained. There is a world of differ.nce in this distinction. The
society built up by trained, clever mass-men 18 a society perme-
-ated tarough and through by the philosophy’ of economism, rooted
in the idea that the production, acquisition and distribution of
"wealth is tiie cnief or only purpose in‘'life,

In the words of Nock, "sconomism kept bringing in a steadi-
ly increasing volume and variety of the apparatus of civiliza-
tion, its comforts conveniences, devices to save time and labor,
with a curious consistency, the larger this volume of appara-
tus grew, the fewer and scantier the amenities of 1ife Dbecame,
and the faster general standards of civilization declined. One
remarked the progress of this deterioration wherever one looked,
in the current 1de«ls of taste, manners, education, culture, re-
ligions, morals and art,"

"Here again the neolithic masses of the present day have no
historical measure of their own society; virtually no one knows
anything of what has gone before him still less coculd understand
its interprotation. Virtually all accept economism!s word for
it that where you have 'prosperity' railways, banks, newspapers,
industry, trade, there of necessity you heave civilization, One
who hinted that a soclety might have almost nothing of any of
them and still be highly civilized, or that a society might have
all these and yet remain uncivilized — anyone hinting at this
would be laughed at,”



I have quoted from Nock Dbecause I know that a mere urge to
you and your readers to read his book would have much less e?—
fect than his actual words; but I think that if you now read his
"wemoirs of a Superfluous Man" (published by Harper's Bros., in
1943) you will find it worthwhile. After all, in THE TIME-BINDER
we are searching for truth, not for what pleases us most to im-
agine is or might be true.

Nock gives Cram's theory %to explain why we do not act as
human beings, ' and it is the only satisfactory theory I have yet
seen. He also gives the 3 fundamental laws governing the conduct
of mass-men: Epstean's Law, "lan tends always to satisfy his de-
sires with the least possible effort", (this implies the funda-
mental nature of all types of exploitation); Gresham's Law, "the
lowest common denominator sets the standard for the whole; bad
money drives out good, etec."; and the Law of Diminishing Returns.

I have given you much of the discussion of Cram's theory. I
should be interested to hear your reaction to Nock'!s discussion
of the 3 basic laws in his book, if you read it.

Turning now to THz TILE-BINDZR, the most striking thing ap-
pears to be Dr., Smith's letter, because his gloriously contra=-
dictory attitudes furnisin me with such appetizing examples to
emphasize the points previously made with the help of Nock., On
the one hind Dr. Smith speaks with biting contempt of such mem-
bers of the SF group as are unable to "think a lick"; and goes
on to bring up the parable of casting pearls before swine. This
is a clear indication that Dr. Smith becomes disgusted and con-~
Temptuous, at least to some extent, when zodlogically human ind-
ividuals fail to exhibit psychically human behavior.

Unfamiliar with Cram's theory, Dr. Smith apparently fails
to realize the rarity of human beings; and he expects from the
anthropoid mass-men what they are inc.pable of giving him. Or,
rather, he does not expect really human traits like wisdom and
understanding from tiie anthropoid minds of mass-men, but never-
theless he blames them for the anthropoid character of their
thought, wille it will be at once clear from Cram's theory they
cannot possibly be expectod to outrun their natural endowments.

On the other hand, Dr., Smith joins you in believing man on
the up-grade; he cites his stories as evidence of this view, I
aun sure Dr.Smith is cuite sincere in this, but greatly as I have
admired his many fine legends of the future, I can scarcely see
anything more attractive in the world of Kimball Kinnison, than
in the world of today, or the world of Cretan civilization, some
millenia ago.

an endless proliferation of technical knowledge and devices
is hardly to be confused with civilization, and I am personally
rather unenthusiastic about having us undertake the familiar
Conquest of the Universe, though I suppose if one does encounter
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the nefarious Fenachrone & Co., prowling about interstellar reg-
ions, one has little choice.

Incidentally, lest I be misunderstood regarding the Cram
hypothesis, 1let me say that I do.not necessarily claim to be on
the side of the angels. There is for me much grim evidence in
favor of the theory to be found right in my own mind and charac-
ter, There are only too many evidences of anthropoid thinking
or behavior in my 1ife; often I behave 1like a human being, but
there a«re certainly times when my conduct could not be disting-
uished from that of the sub-human mass-man, This is by wayof,”
emphasizing the fuct that there 1s no sharp division between the
black end white, but always an inbetwixt gray area partaking of
the quulltles of both, :

Returning to the beginning of TH: TIME-BINDER, my ideas of
religion are of course widely different from yours, but that does
not prevent me from admiring your forthrightness in saying what
you sincerely believe. Very likely you may be more nearly on the
right track than myself; my ideas are based on my own experience
and tihinking, but I do not need to be told how limited both have
necessarily been, -The time has apparently passed when one may
presume to take "All knowledge' for one's province, and I was
never that presumptious!

With these qualifications, then, I can go merrily ahead and
express my personal reactions to the points of your credo. First
I have no reason to supposé that such..a thing as a Supreme Being
exists, and if 1t be made & point of faith that such a being must
be infinite, I at once dissent. I have no objection to the con-
ce.t ol beings immeasurably higher than men; there is evidently
at least a possibility there may have actually been a ‘icreation”
of the world by such'a superior being; but I am unable to be-
lieve any being, however superior, can be infinite. Certainly I
never want to meet an infinite being; and MOST certeinly never,
if it has the attributes the Judaic-Christian mythos gives 1t.

My trouble is that even if it were shown me beyond a doubt
that there existed a God with the character God shows in the Bi-
blical record, I could not possibly feel the slightest wish to
worship the "superior" being 'I have always felt that the "sup-
eriority” of the Biblical Jehoveh lay only, and exclusively, in
such gredter physical force as he was supposed to possess. God
as a super-Hitler, tomplete with his Dachau and Buchenwald (oth-
erwise known as Hell) svokes none of my admiration.

In this paragraph I have wandered from your sinple state-
ment into a denunciation of the God of orthodox religions; the
reason for thls is that I was brought up in such a religion (Ca-
tholic), and it has forever spoiled for me the whole idea of any
Suprenie Being, which otherwise might be a harmless and even ben~ -
eficial philosophical concept.

I believe it is possible for a human mind to rise far above
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its ordinary powers but I do not call this "understanding an In-
finite Will", or anything like that. I should call it siﬁii!,
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I believe the “Sons of God", the founders of great religi-
ons, were real humen beings; indeed, exceptionally so, For this
reason I'm not at all surprised at seeing how untold generations
of mass-men, the anthropoid minds, have perveprted their wise
teachings. These perversions of, for example, Christ's sayings,
foisted on me when I was young and defenseless, have rather un-
fairly prejudiced me against Christ!s actual advice, much of
which'I might well profit from had I less distaste for "Christi-
anity".

It has been well observed the first thing the "Christian"
churches will do on Christ'!'s second coming 1is to crucify him a-
gain, because obviously the first thing Christ would do would be
to denounce them for the aforementioned perversion of his teach-
ings. Of course, religious leaders who are divine would have no
scaning for us; Christ's teachings are valuable for us if he was
a man like us; they are worthless for US mortals if he was a di-
vinitye. To be sure, some, excessively concerned with their own
salvation, cherish the divinity idea, but anxiety about - one's
own salvation does not seem to me truly religious.

I believe a man may increase hls own insight by study and
prayer. Whether an inere@be In such insight 1is identical with
following the Will of God, etc,, I'm sure I couldn!t say; all my
natural feelings lead me to doubt it, but I am often wrong.

I believe Christ's methods, which you consider workable and
logical, are not even possible for any save a relatively few;
they are so little apt to be generally adopted I have not troub-
led myself too much to inquire into their desirability, I know
there are too many of his teachings I am far too anthropoid sv-
en to want to try to follow,

I believe the attainment of 1nner peace 1s of most value
when achieved by one's own efforts. The tpeace' obtained by limp
surrender to some powerful being, such as God, I identify with
the 'peace! in the well known saying "They made a desert, and
called it 'peace!,"

What you say about good coming from following an infinite
Will, and evil from crossing that Will 1s an old but meaningless
catchword; if good results from a&ny action, you say it was in
accordance with God!g Will; if evil results from any action, you
say it was not in accordance with God's Will. Under these terms,
how can God possibly lose? It's one of those heads-we-win, taills
-you-lose propositions, of the sort that long since soured me on
organized religions., (Uour child is well? Give thanl: to God.
Your child has died? The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away;
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blessed (i) be the name of the Lord).

"When man comes to ... practice the golden rule” you cheer-
fully say, the first step of the Infinite plan will be fulfilled,
Ah well, these are sweet dreams, But as is clear from Cram's
theory and the Three Laws governing human (le, anthropoid~human)
conduct, there is no chance of the even you hope for, As a
practical rule for conduct the Golden Rule in its positive form,
(as stated by Christ), is workable only in & society of psychic-
ally human beings. In a society largely composed of the Psychi-
cally anthropoid it is less useful except maybe &s an exercise
in self discipline. The Golden Rule in negative form, (as stat-
ed by Confucius), works in both societies pretty well, but is
more & device for keeping out of trouble than anything else, and
so hardly a real key to the Higher Life,

On the importance and value of small things, I gulte agree
with you, insofar as you refer to the trivia of our everyday
lives. As to the glorification of the lesser tasks, I am less
confident; it 1s convenient for me that there exist those will-
ing to serve as garbage collectors, elevator operators, and to
the innumerable other monotonous, moron-level Jjobs offered by
our just society to the innumerable monotonous moron-level (or
average level) mass~-men who comprise the great majority of our
population. It is convenient, yet I myself would not take such
a job; and as far as I know, those satisfied with such jobs are
largely the ones incapable of filling jobs much higher in class-
ification. ((Russ, may this not be "Tallwood" talking now?))

In so far as I have had casual acquaintance with those in
sucn lower strata of society I have found nothing in them that
urges further acquaintance, or to suggest that they were fully
huwen human beings; the anthropoidic stigmata are all too com-
mon. This is not to condemn them, of course, but merely to men-
tion that 'the least of these' seem to me to boe worth far less
to humenity than the occasional fully developed psyciically hum-
an human beings.

I cuite agree thet prayer can be strengthening, though with
me this is more theory than practice. If I nced strongth I seek
it within myself, not through prayer, a pragmatlic method which
seems to vork well enough. {See Dr. Smith on "I am the captain
of my soul'.) '

As to the Father concept of God, I should put it that, as-
suuing God to exist, he feels towards me, in infinitely LESSER
measure, desire for my well being 1like that I felt for my gold-
fish wvhen I kept goldfish,

I agree whole-heartedly that the churches have 1lsad the pa-
raede away from religion. But they had to, for most of their con-
gregations are naturally, and have naturally &always been, the
psychically anthropoid mass-men and women. "Be ye good boys, go
seek for heaven; come pay the priest that holds the key" aptly
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dismisses most of our present degenerate creeds.

AS to bringing about the will of the Infinite; 1f it be in-
deed Infinite is needs no help; 1if not, 1t is fallible and the
guestion of whether 1t should be helped or not 1s debatable., I
have never been able to understand why, even assuming the exis-
tence of a God, unguestioning, unthinking obedience to him or it
should be viewed &s the highest type of worship. Let 1t appear
that God is limited, not infinite, in his powers; let it be plain
that instead of being sole overlord of All, hc is instead having
troubles of his own, and experiencing difficulty in holding off
the "Powers of Evil"; well, then, I should feel infinitely more
sympathetic and like chipping in with my own miniscule alid, But
the God of the orthodox, the God you describe as an M"Infinite
Will", has plainly no need of me, nor I of it. (It is a curious
irony of the human character that an invisible, powerful deity
has to be endowed with sex and called 'him', or ther!, to be ac-
ceptable for worship; gods taking the pronoun 'it!, which is an
imporsonal God's proper pronoun from the standpoint of 1logic,
will never be popular!).

In the last couple of pages I have run your cherished be-
lief's through the unfceeling meatgrinder of my own way of think-
ing; I 2w not sure that this was too well advised, for you are
bound to fcel a natural horrow at what has becen made of beliefs
you sincerely cherish, and will undoubtecdly tend to blame the
me&tgrinder rather than the philosophy that went into it. What
could be more natural?

Yet my mind, however well ecuipped to dispose of philoso-
phles not conforming to my arbitrary standards, does not consist
solely of suchh meatgrinders and other destructive devices. Bo-
hind thoseoutworks, and tc some extent protectcd by them. oxists
the philosophic square cut stone tower, in the topmost chambor
of which I toast uy toes at the choerful fire of a wintert!s ove-
ning,or walk on the balcony and contemplate the landscape rcach-
ing to infinity when the weathsr 1s fine. I need not tell at
lengtin the labor that went into the construction of this cdifice
or describe in detall how I strove with the giant blocks of oth-
er men's wisdom and the rough-hewn timbers of my own thinking,
as I sonstructed this scgcure retreat, It is enough to montion
that the very amount of time and thought gone into the building
endcars it to me.

Recently 1I.redecorated my turret room rather extensively,
and threw away a certain amount of my formerly cherished belong-
ings in the process) see the earlier portion of my letter); but
it is unthinkable that I could sver bear to leave my ocwn strong
tower to. dwell in colorless anonymity in & hole in a wall, lilke
millions of similar holes, in a vast communal dwelling of ortho-
dox religions, of whatever crecds. What a man has created for
himself, or had a share in creating, must be and is inestimably
more preclous to him than what he merely inherits, unchanged and
unaltered by any efforts of his own, from some presumably thigh-
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er' authority. But enough of this explanation: 1let me describe
my philosophy, my stone tower chamber, with what brevity I may.

1) I believe in 1life, its endless varilety; 4its stubborn
tonacity, its triumphs and failures; its heights of Jjoy; its
chasms of despair, I believe in life &3 a wondrously divcrting
show which needs no ulterior purpose or mcaning to justify it; I
belicve human fulfillment and peace of heart can be and by ma-
ny is found slmply in the enjoyiment of life and the exercisc of
Our powers,

2) I beliceve in hauppiness and contentment, and whoso des-
troys these in others, him I regard as evil and to be opposed. I
believe all one's own se¢lf interests lic in being kind, gencrous
and helpful to others; I believe that a crime against another is
4 crimc against oncself also.

3) I believe th&at evil exlsts and must be vigorously op-
posed; I beclisve 1life must be destructive as well as construct-
ive, or it could not long endure, This is the world we live on:
Life feccds on 1ife as it has done for ages beyond our knowlodge.
Lifv is a struggle: I hold it weakness to refuse, for whatever
motives, the challenge it presents, There are innumerable ways
of accepting the challenge; there is the bold way of the fox or
the peacerful way of the hure; all have their own rightness, but
to turn onoc's back on life's challenge is death, if not to the
body, then to the spirit, and usually to both.

4) I believe in the utter insignificance, not only of my
ownn individual 1life, but also of our world in relation toc our U-
niversc, and pessibly of our Universe 1in relation to some higher
schene of things beyond our understanding. I believe that it is
just because we are, literally, not worth a damn, that all our
fate and our future lies in our own hands. I believe that we are
not the puppets or playti:ings of some higher sensate Power we
are helpless to rosist; I am thankful for our insignificance; it
is precious to me, just &s my own individusl insignificance is
something I am grateful for.

5) 1 believe in laughter, in children, in kittons, in grcen
things growing; 1n friendship, in loyalty, and most of all in
love.

6) I bellieve in death, its value, its necessity, cven 1its
cruelty; but most of all in its sure rclease: 'Good night. En-
sured relea&se. Impcrishable peace., "Have these for yoursi®

7) I believe, finally, in Sercnity. Behind all the noice
and hubbub, the crowded Jjostle of our diverse and intercsting
lives, I Welieve thers should be an undisturbed and trangquil in-
ner self immune against all fortuns, good or 1ill. To my mind's
tower roou, of whicih I have spoken, I go most often in search of
serenity. Many yeers ago I first pcrceived the necessity and va-
lue of sercnity of the mind {(which some call peace of the spir-
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believe the things they do; they in turn are amdzed that I can
believe what I do. In circumstances like these joeering at falth
Seems unvisc as well as unkind; I have no hesitancy in criticiz-
ing some particular cresd, but who am I to condemn the believer
in it, who finds his needs satisfied by 1t? I think my words are
addrcssed rather to those who do not find their nceds satisfied
by their crecd; and if I go to the trouble of writing all this,
it is simply beczusc I am intecrested in 1life (Point #L of my own
philosophy); and life¢ of course includes ideas about life! And
I cunnot ex_cct to sit in at the feast c¢f idecas in THo TIkE-BIN-
DR with out occasionally contributing fare myself.

Pagsing over & few items I would oridnarily comment on 1if
this lcttecr were not alrecady so monstrously long, I cannot re-
8ist scme rcmarks on your reply to Harry %Warner. Thaenk you for
your cxiuplo differcentiating optimists and pessimists,

I fcel thankful, reading your "optimistlce" comment on the
train wreclk, that I fall into Tthe "pessimistic" class herse. The
attempt ro minimize disasters by thé use of the word fonly" is
something I have always felt on instinctive revulsion for, just
cs I dislike euphemisms ("Passed cway” for “"died', stc.) . '"There
is a sevcre shortuge of food in Burope; however, ONLY « few mil-
lion people will starve to death this winter;ind scicntists have
discovered new methods of improved food production®, is a stite-
ment in linc with the Woptimist" theory, but it mzkes me feol
sick, So does the bright glud remark obout the rcilroud wreck
which you guve as un example.

Herry was right in c2lling on the ghost of Pollyannal! Bv-
crett, you are a4 fine man in many wiys, and I cdmire you for ma-
ny things (or I would not be writing this at cll), But my dif-
fercnce with you is fundumentul on this question, if your dofin-
ition of 'optimism' is to be «ccepted. Sec point 3 in my philo-
sophy. To minimize human tragedios is to undermine huwman values.

As to the rest of your remarks on p 19, I huve prceviously
indiceted my reluctent admission of the fact that howevermuch
cleverness tnd sagucity have succeeded in giving us novel tech-
nicul devices, there is-no evidence at all of any increase in
wisdom or understanding over the men of thousands of years ago,
whose nimes huve come down to us &8s the best of their times; I
msen our best do not exceed their best (and we have ¢ tremend-
ously larger populuation to draw on).

Of course, it 1s clear that without un increase in humin
wisdom ¢nd understanding we will be unable to master the techni-
cél devices our enthropoid cleverness and s&agacity have burdencd
us with; the fabric of our society may cndure no better than did
that oi Rowe or umore ancient civilizations.

As c¢ne wlhio has from an carly age killed repeatedly and re-
lorselessly, without ever suffering any troubled conscience from
it, I amrather indifferent to the argument over C.0, I have
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er! authority. But enough of this explanation: 1let me describe
my philosophy, my stone tower chamber, with what brevity I may.

1) I believe in life, its endless variety; 1its stubborn
tonacity, i1ts triumphs and failures; its heights of joy; 1its
chasms of despair. I believe in life &s a wondrously divcrting
show which neceds no ulterior purpose or mcaning to justify it; I
belicve humen fulfillment and peace of heart can be and by ma-
ny is found simply in the enjoyment of life and the exercise of
our pPowers,

2) I believe in happiness and contentment, and whoso des-
troys these in others, him I regard as evil and to be opposed. I
beliecve all one's own self inferests lie in being kind, gencrous
and helpful to others; I believe that a crime against another is
2 ecrime ageinst oncsolf also,

3) I believe that cevil exists and must be vigorously op-
posed; I bclisve 1life must be destructive as well as construct-
ive, or it could not long endure. This is the world we:llve on:
Life fecds on l1life as it hes done for ages beyond our knowlcdge.
Lifcg is a struggle: I hold it weakness to refuse, Ifor whatever
motives, the challenge 1t presents., There dre innumerable ways
of accepting the challenge; there is the bold way of the fox or
the peaceful way of the hare; all have their own rightness, but
to turn onc's back on life's challenge is death, if not to the
body, then to the spirit, and usually to both.

4) I believe in the utter insignificance, not only of my
own individual life, but also of our world in relation to our U-
niversc, and possibly of our Universe in relation to some higher
scheme of things beyond our understanding. I believe that it is
just because we are, literally, not worth a damn, that all our
fate and our future lies in our own hands. I believe that we arec
not the puppets or playtiiings of some higher senséte Power we
are helpless to resist; I aw thankful for our insignificance; it
is precious to me, just as my own individusl insignificance 1s
something I am grateful for.

5) I believe in laughter, in children, in kittons, in grcen
things growing; 1n friendship, 1in loyalty, and most of all in
lovec,

6) I believe in death, its value, its necessity, cven 1ts
cruelty; but most of all in its surc relegse: "Good night. En-
sured releese, Impcrishable peace. Have these for yoursl®

7) I believe, finally, in Sercnity. Behind all the nolce
and hubbub, the crowded jostle of our diverse and intercsting
lives, I believe thers should be an undisturbed and tréngquil in-
ner self immune egainst all fortune, good or ill. To my mind's
towsr roou, of whicin I have spoken, I go most often in search of
serenity. Many years ago I first perceived the nccessity and va-
lue of sercnity of the mind (which some call peace of the spir-
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it); a long time passed in which I had little hope of attaining
to any such state; but within the last couple of years I have
been encouraged to believe that in another fifty years I may well
be able to attain complete serenity of mind at all times In the
meantime my rare moments of serenity slowly become more frequent
and each is uncommunicably refreshing., I can understand now, as
I never could before, what it is that monks and hermits seek,
though I hardly think their paths the sursest., One learns to be-
come serene in spirit by learning to surmount the perpetual tri-
via and troubles of daily life, not by removing these through an
artificial isolation. In any case, I have said most about the
7th point because of them all it is perhaps the most important,
111 as I should like to rate them in any order of importance,

Returning to The TIME~-BINDER, I liked Milt Rothman's artic-
le, not for any novelty of facts or thought, but for the unpre-
tentious simplicity of the angle from which it was written (and
observed).

Leslie Croutch's i1deas on Every Day Religion made me smile
not unkindly. You often hear his remark about adhering to the 10
Commendments being a recipe for a better world, but do you hear
it from people who have studied them in their original phrasing
carefully? (Exodus Ch. 20). Nobody can object to the simpler in-
junctions to refrain from committing various crimes; but the pri-
mary fault of the 10 Commandments is the negative character, It
1s not enougn to refrain from killing a fellow man; you should
help him vhen he is in danger. It is not enough to refrain from
looting his house; you should turn out to hselp him save 1t from
fire or robbers in case of need. It 1s not enough, not to bear
false witness; 1t is ncecedful to speak the truth, even when it
might be easier to be silent. Aside from this, it is idle to ex-
pect us to admire one who openly proclaims himself a jealous Gd
This eutomatically rhrows out the provisions of the 10 Command-
ments concerned with this jealous God's honor and glory.

Another thing wrong with the 10 Commandments is that for psy-
chically humen members of our race, they are superfluous for the
most part; whereas the psychlcally anthropoid, the great major-
ity, have never pretended to keep them, and there is no conceiv-
able expectation of their ever wanting to. (They would also ig-
nore uy suggested positive code, I know),

As for Croutch's belief in God, that seems important only to
him; to me the question "Does God exist?" is nearly meaningless,
varying in such meaning as it may have, depending on how you de-
fine "God'"., It's absurd of Croutch to postulate atheists either
'egotistical' or afflicted with 'deficlent imaginations', but it
is all too common & human trait to assume that something must be
wrong with someone who doesn't see things your way. I have been
trying to eradicate this trait from myself for a long time, but
it is difficult to do.

Croutch does not notice that when he 'explains' the Universe
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by God, he has avoided explaining God. The usual religions say
God was self-created, but that sounds neither more nor less ab-
surd to me than the 1dea of the universe being self—qreatgd. 1t
is also sometimes asserted that God was always around. This a-
gein is neither more nor less plausible than thg agsertion that
matter and energy in one form or another have exlsted from @tor—
nity. How can we possibly KNOW anything about these assertions?
It's mere verbal flimflam, and means hardly anything at all.

Croutch alsu, it seems to me, is off-track in demandingihis
uythical 'doubter' to set up scilentific reasons for his emotion-
al behavior. What has all this got to do with religion or the
existence of God? Very little, unless Croutch means it as a de-
fense forr cligion being emotional rather than logical; and of
course hardly anyone (not I) would try to defend any such propo-
sition as tho logical naturc of rellgious feelings!

48 for Croutch's methods of prayer; well and good insofar
&8 they go. Undoubtedly his prayings help him to concentrate
better alfter a brief moment of complete relaxation; he is able
to draw on strength within himself and can do better. It is un-
important that he lmagines the 'help' to be external. Incident-
ally, if I thought he was actudlly receiving external help from
an immortal being for the accomplishment of his various jobs and
tasks, I should protest vigorously to Croutch's union, and have
him expelled for taking unethical advantage of his fellow mort-
als deprived of such celestial agsistance, But as it is, I be-
liecve the idea of the Creator and Rule¢r of a Universe stretching
untold billions of light years, populated, for all we know, by
unteld millions of races of diverse creatures, with billions of
individuals pur race — the idea of such a being taking the time
and trouble to intcerfere with the daily activities of onc indiv-
idual of one such race scems wondrously funny to me. ky scnse of
humor would nevor let me imagine myself that important; perhaps
after all Croutch is right in saying people like me have 'dofic-
ient imuginations!, flexible as mine has sometimes seemed to me
In other respects.

Croutcht's idea that 1t takes 350 years  to evolve a philoso-
ph, of living overlooks the fact that times flows at such vary-
ing rates in the mental and physical 1life of living organisms of
various kinds, expccially human kinds, Maybe it would take 50
or 70 or forever, in an uneventful life marked by few or no cri-
ses and little spiritual awsrsncss; or it might take 10 or less
for a child brought up amid violence and uphcavals, O yious, ce
have all intcrmediatc stages. My philosophy is not complete; to
return to my analogy, I may find alweys more changes to make in
the furnisnings of my tower chauwber; but the tower itself is now
built, for better or worse, and short of unimaginable strcsses
destroying it completsely I will scarcely forseke its shelter and
venture out into the wilderness again!

Yes, faiti is marvellous, but not necessarily the way that
Croutch meant it.,. It often seems amazing to me that people can
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believe the things they do; they in turn are amazed that I can
believe what I do. In circumstances like these jeering at falth
secms unwisc as well as unkind; I have no hesitancy in criticiz-
ing some particular cresd, but who am I to condern the believer
in it, who finds his necds satisfied by 1t? I thinlk my words are
addrcsscd rathcocr to those who do not find their noccecds satisfied
by their crecd; and if I go to the frouble of writing all this,
1t 1s simply becuusc I am intcrested in 1life (Point #1 of my own
philosophy); and life of course includes ideas about life! And
I cunnot ex_cct to sit in at the feast ¢f ideas in THe TIkE-BIN-
D:R with out occasionally contributing fare myself.

Pagsing over & few items, I would oridnarily comment on if
this letter werc not alrcady so monstrously long, I cannot re-
sist som¢ rcmarks on your reply to Harry %Warner. Thank you for
your cxouple differentiating optimists and pessimists,

I fecel thankful, reading your "optimistic'" comment on the
train wreck, that I fall into the 'pessimistic' cluss here. The
attemet ro minimize disasters by theé use of the word ‘only" is
something I have always felt an instinctive revulsion for, just
as I dislike ocuphemisms ("Passed cway' for “died”, etc.) ., "Thoere
is o sevcre shortage of food in Burope; howcver, ONLY « few mil-
lion people will sturve to dewth this winter;ind scicntists have
digscovered new methods of improved food production’, is & stute-
ment in linc with the 'optimist" theory, but it mckes me feol
sick, So doecs the bright glud remark obout the railroud wreck
which you gove as an exsmple.

Herry was right in calling on the ghost of Pollyannal Bv-
erett, you are a fine mun in miny wiys, and I c¢dnire you for ma-
ny things {(or I would not be writing this ot zll). But my dif-
fercnce with you is fundemental on this question, if your defin-
ition of Toptimism' 1s To be ccepted.  Sec peint 3 in my philo~
sophy. To minimize human tragedics 1is to undermine human values.

As to the rest of your remarks on p 19, I huve previously
indicaeted my reluctent admission of the fact that howevermuch
cleverness cnd sagacity have succecded in giving us novel tech-
nicul devices, there is.no evidence at all of any increase in
wisdom or understanding over the men of thousands of years ago,
whose nemes hove come down to us &8 the best of their times; I
me.n our best do not exceed thoir best (and we have o tremend-
ously lerger population to draw on).

Of course, it 1s clear that without un increase 1in human
wisdom ¢nd understanding we will be unable to mastecr the techni-
ce.l devices our enthropoid cleverness and sagacity have burdenced
us with; the fabric of our society méy endure no better then did
that of Romec or umore ancient civilizations.

As c¢ne who haes from an early &ge killed repeatedly and re-
lorselessly, without ever sulffering any troubled conscience from
it, I amrather indifferent to the argument over C.0, I have
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wrought destruction of untold mice, r ats, flies and other living
creatures whose existence seemed to menace or impalr the well-
being of myself anu other forms of life I considered more worth-
while. If I kill flies to keep them from spreading disease germs
which may kill me or people I like, (or people I don't like),
then I do not see why I should hesitate to kill other sources of
threats to me and those I like and love. I lknow what the Germans
did in Folend and other countries; I spent the war in the peace-
ful comfort of the US4, and have no desire to be a fire-eater on
paper when I saw no combat; but had I been called on to serve I
would have done s8¢ (o the best of my ability, wlth no regrets
over the destruction being meted out to the destroyer. (Point 3
of ny philosophy covers this).

It is possible to hypnotize a hen by putting her besk on
the ground and drawing a visible white line away Ifrom her beak;
the poor creature remains helplessly in her awkward attitude, ob-
livious to reality or (presumably) to a fox thet wight be on her
track, I do not condemn the hen, she cannot help it; but surely
I do not admire her either. Ly attitude towards COs 1s much like
iny attitude towards the hen; they are in my eye paralyzed by the
non-violence idea; they can't help being like that but God help
the human race 1 their ideas prevailed; we'd need divine &id
then, for otherwise 1t's a sure road to extinction.

Of course, this attitude of mine reflers only to the CO part
of a CO's philosophy., Insofar as a CO mey be also & brave man,
and serve his country well in. angerous or peaceful pursuits,
surely I am cuite willing to give him &all the credit he earns,
The bravery it takes to stand out ageinst the crowd I acknowl-
edge, tooj; but it will never be possible for me to admire a phi-
losophic concept so unrealistic and almost literally hell-doomed
(for if it prevailed among our intelligent classes, the psychic-
ally anthropoid masses would unrestrainedly create a glorious(?)
anarcny in whilclh it would be 1little consolation to reflect that
the COs would be the Iirst to perish).

The basic fallacy of the CO 1line of thought 1s that 1life
MUSLY live on life. I have little doubt thet a carrot, In its 1i-
mited way, enjoys life Just as mmuch as the vegetarlian who thinks
he is humane Dbecause he feeds on the innocent unsuspecting car-
rot instead of the ditto lamb. The CO may ibject to killing to
thie point where he will not even voluntarily kill an insect of
any kind, but if he eats at all he will have to get along on a
diet of milk, fruits, (taking care not to destroy the seeds), and
well, there 1s not really muca else avalilable if he wants tobe
thorougiie. Even so, he cannot prevent his body from destroying
bagterica that seelt to invade if, or If he does manage this feaf,
it wall positively be nis last onel! There was a faintly amusing
story in Astounding along these 1llnes not too long ago; perhaps
suggested by the customs of the J:in priesthood in India.

To be sure, few COs attempt t©o carry thelr conclusions to
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this extreme point. They stop somewhere along the road, as sults
their convenience. The most plauslble case is the simple refus-
al to kill a human being, without implying any refusals to kill
flies, ete. FPoint 3 of my philosophy entitles me to oppose evil.
The most effective way to do it is to exterminate it. Ordinari-
ly vwe do not Jjudge others *to the extent of killing them becauss
they possess certain evil traits; we know people are like that,
including ourselves, I myself heve never felt a personal wish
te kill any particular person; but I am sure that if I could do
1t I would kill in self-defense or in defense of my wife, or a
friend, etc. I would not be particularly trying to kill the as-
sailant, but to disable him completely so as to meke further as-
sault lwpossible. Should this result in his death, it certainly
wouldn't bother me.

Suspose, on the other hand, I should not be defending, but
an avenger. L think 1f somecne killed my wife or anyone close
to me, &and I surprised him in the act, I would do my very best
To mete out the same savage penalty he had inflicted. These re-
actions in myself I have been discussing are I think deep-scated
instincets, and on the whole have been and will bs useful teo the
race, <os far as sheer survival goes. But unless any advanced
type survives, 1s 1t really advenced? I think not; I have always
considered 0dd John a biologically inferior mutant, because self
destructive. i

4s for reclationship between atheism and C0, I myself never
heard that the CU concept had to be identified with any partic-
ular set of religious or irreligiocus beliefs.....

Art Widner's letter is, as usual, interesting; but the only
thing I want to say about socialism vs. capitalism is thet it is
8 rather unimportant thing which system happens to be in effect;
what matters is the vay the system is being run. x»s long as the
philosopny of economisii prevails, I don't sece much hope for any-
thing more significent then an endless, meaningless prolifera-
tion of Techinic.l devices; civilization will remain at the same
locvel, as low as usual. Sociallism offers the chance for greater
opportuniti .s; but turn the coin over, and see that 1t also of-
fers tnc chence for greater tyrannies, It has been long known
that when you hand over to the State tihe power to do things FOR
you, you also give it the power to do things [0 yow and it seems
to be the lamentable charactecristic of all known States to exsr-
cise the letter power as much, and the former po.er as little as
possible., So I am not & Socialist any moré.....

Your reply to Art finds me ¢uite inclined to agree witii you

BEE comments: Although this letter was much longer than any of
tne others hitherto printed, I felt that it was so ably written,
and contained so many fine points, that it shomlid be run in its
entirety.
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I shuall not éttempt to analyze it -— it speaks for itself,
as I have spoken my own philosophies for myself, Suffice it to
say I huve read end reread snd studied 1t carefully, and shall

again, It may be that some points therein expressed will dorce -

a changs in my own philosophies as I find new data whieh contra-
dicts or contravenes which I have hitherto known; or it may not.

Anyvway, I sincercly feel that Bussell deserves the thanksdf
myself, and also of all the readers of TH& T1hg-BINUBR, for the
time and effort he has put into tihis splendid work. I only wish
that more of our readers would do the same thing.




eI BETH WHEELER, U. S. C. G.
Dear Everett:

I have just finished reading THE TIME-BINDER. I must admit
it leaves me with mixed emqtions., I'm Inclined to agree with
Dr. Smith. Fans being what they are you have laid yourself open
to 2 1ot of critiecisu,

Most fans (of the ones I've met), seem to think being a fan
also means beling a non-believer. Frankly I don't know what I be-
lieve. I wias raised a Catholic as you know, and do not come from
an overly religious family, as you also know. I'm surc that if
I were to analyze my feellngs fully, I'd find that they follow
the Catholic concepts pretty closely. That being a pure case of
beclieving more fully the things that one has been taught from
early childhood and also arising from the fact that I have never
found & religlon that fills the bill better for me.

The format and general appearance of your mag comes closer
to wvhat I think & fanzine should look like than any I've ever
scon — cven LeZz, It has dignity and a "quietness® that I like.
Good luck, LEverctt.

EEE conments: Coming from the editress of "ROSEBUDY, onc¢ of the
fincst megazines in Fandom, that is high praise, 1lndeed, and ve-
ry much appreciated, wmari Beth.

I do not think the particularities of one's religion are of
so nmuch monent as whether or not it satisfies that person's own
innermost feclings and longings.

Thanks again for the comments, and bocst of luck to you, and
hopes that you may soon return to civilian status.

AR



JAY CHIDSEY.
Dear Bverett:

Received the third THE TIME-BINLER last night. This effort
of yours fascinates me, Thank you .very much for sending it to
me., In return I am going to try to set down here upon paper my
ideas, ideals and beliefs, TImmature, a&nd half-formed, yes. But
the ideals of youth aro important too, 3E — they are the build-
ing blocks, the unmixed mortar, of that bright new world we too
E e

I am seventeen, In March I shall be eighteen., I will pro-
bably be allowed to finish high school before I am called into
service. If, by that time, the draft has coughed its last, I 1in-
tond to go to college next year, Ohio State, or Oberlin (where
aluwainum wes first commcrcially separated from 1ts ore ((AlsS04,
or souwething.))

I like school very much and participate in meny activities,
Inug not mucih in athletics, but -m manager of the football team,
Bditor of our School Paper, Prosidont of our Class and probably
some other stuff, I even have time to dubble 1in school work.
The point is, I'm not neurotic, I think my 1deas are fairly rep-
rcascntative of today's youth and of fandom.

I believe in myselfl That 1s my first &and probably, when
everything clse is stripped away, only tenet of faith.

Beccuse I belleve in myself, my ability, my destiny (made
by mysslfY, not predestinced) and purpose, I believe in people, in
my racc, in mén. In VanVogt's marvelous race of man., In Smith's
magnificent star-strung civilization. Not as a thing to be stri-
ven toward, Dbut as containing the essence of my idealism for uy
brethren. Man will reach the sters.

God. Do I beligve in a supreme povier? I am surc I am not
& truo ethecist. I don't have a ruffled beard, I don't blaspheme
God's namc (except in initiation), I don't try to convert people
who believe in God. I admire their bellef, I fcel sorry 1 cén-
not cumlete them. Perhaps someday I shall gain the "insight in-
to the Suprcme Being" you speuk of.

It seems to me that any Being all powerful enough to do all
attributcd to him would have small time to bother with me,or to
[efete =i o Hetemar-, I am not ridiculing Lesles Croutch, becliove
me, But I con sympathize with thosc who do scoff, I am a great
Christien without belicf, an atheist without ardour, a crusader
without & cause, or a saint without a reason,

I do not believe in predestination. If I belicved I was not
at the controls of my 1lifo I should lose almost all joy of life.
"Whet profiteth it & man who guins the world and loses his gwn
soul?*
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To me the soul is the ego — The #mif-determination we all
should have. "Invictus' curiously enough, is one of my favorite
poems, others are ‘"Osymondius"”, "How Do I Love Thee”, "If", "pa-
triotism', "On His 75th Birthday" (Landor), "Little Boy Blue' —
that is about it., I think the poetry one likes tells much,

sk comments: It 1s my considered opinion that as long as this
world continues to produce 1l7-year-old men who think as logical-
ly, cogently and conecisely as Jay does, we shall keep on progres-
sing. You are absolutely right when you say ‘that "the ideals of
youth are important, too'. They are, if anything, far more imp-
ortant than are those of mature men, since they are -the begin-
nings (through such dreams, hopes, aspirations and forming -ide-
als) of the TLINGS THAT «RE TO BE!

Many of us who are far older than Jay would do well to emu-
late his open-mindedness, his eagerness and willingness to learn
new facts AND ACCEPT ThHEK WEEN PROVEN, and his tolerance of the
thoughts and ideals of those whom he does not yet fully under-
stand,

Such & letter from a youth makes all the efforts put into
the publishing of THL TIME-BIwDER more than worth while,
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POSTSCRIPTUS.

Thus begins the second year of this atbtempt to make, with
all of you, sone Adventures Into Thinking. Both the quantity and
the calibre of the letters and articles submitted for publica -
tion, following the initial issue, have confirmed my belief that
there is a real place for such a magazine of sincere attempts to
delve into the life philosophies and beliefs of the Common Men
and Women of our circle.

It is your Editor's sincere hope that yo1 have gained some-
thing worthwhile from the reading and study of the various arti-
cles and letters that huve appeared in this journal. Not that we
want or expect you always to dgree — your Editor very often does
not agree with all that is printed herein, coming from othars.

But he does sincerely believe that no one can afford to set
himself up as the ultimate authority on anything; that only from
keeping an open mind and searching constantly for new ideas &and
new facts and brighter ideals which he can study and then either
accept or reject as seems best to him, can anyone advance himself
along The Road, and become an Adequate and Well-Integrated Pers-
onality.

Incidentally, I have been very much pleased to learn from a
reader, that this magazine and its contents has been used as the
basis for discussions in a group of people to whom 1t was intro-
duced, and that they find much of interest and profit in it,

We teke great pride 1in presenting our new cover, ©Gthe work
of our good friend and grand artist, Jack Wiedenbeck, We hope
you will study it carefully and note its symbolism, We think it
hes a very fine message for you.

liay we wish you all a wonderful 1946, with true progress in
life, and the necrer attainment of all your goals.
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"We must at 2ll costs get rid of this despair
of any amelioration of man's lot, IRere) 1S
too much chopping of words. People say to me,
'But man will in himself be no better for am-
elioration of his physical conditions.' To
which no reply whatever can be made., For if
pecple wish to be saved ag pigs instead of
being saved as humans, and refuse to see that
8 self-respecting man in self-respecting cir-
cumstances, sound in head and limb, has more
chance of coming to some sane conclusions as
to the universe and how to adapt himself to
it, it is tuite impossible to find any ground
for discussion."

Robert Nichols, in "Golgotha & Co."
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